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To:  THS  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEIfflERS  OP  THE 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE, 
dON//AY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  to  present  my  report  oh  the  health  of  the  residents  of 
Conway  Borough  in  1947. 

The  statistics  are  encouragingi  The  birth-rate  has  risen 
slightly  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  has  fallen  substantially 
to  the  very  low  figure  of  26.9  per  1000  births.  There  v/ere  no 
maternal  deaths.  The  death-rate  rose  to  14.6  per  1000 
inhabitants  but  about  60?^  of  those  v/ho  died  had  reached  the 
allotted  span  of  three  score  years  and  ten. 

Once  again  there  v/as  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  tov/n; 
no  deaths  from  measles,  whooping  cough  or  diarrhoea  occurred. 
Bronchitis  and  pneumonia  only  caused  six  deaths. 

The  usual  v/atch  was  kept  over  food  shops,  restaurants,  bake- 
houses, cafes  etc.  There  was  one  threat  of  dysentry  when  certain 
members  of  the  staff  of  two  catering  establishments  were  infected; 
but  prompt  action  by  the  doctors  of  the  patients  enabled  me  to  take 
adequate  precautions  and  no  secondary  cases  occurred. 

July  1948  brought  the  National  Health  Service-  Act  into  force, 
This  Act  has  much  to  commend  it  find  if  given  time  to  develop_ slowly 
and  wisely,  it  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  all,  but  it  is  still  a 
long  way  from  efficiency.  It  does  not  affect  the  functions  of  th'; 
Coriway  Health  Committee  substantially.  You  are  still  the  only 
Sanitary  Authority  and  the  only  Authority  responsible  to  the 
Ratepayers  for  environmental  hygiene  - v/ater,  housing,  sanitation, 
control  of  infectious  and  other  diseases  etc.  The  County  Council 
has  been  considerably  affected  find  has  become  the  Local  Health 
Authority  and  is  responsible  to  the  ratepayers  for  the  provision 
of  Clinic  and  other  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  services,  domiciliary 
nursing,  immunisation  and  vaccination,  ambulances,  after  care  and 
domiciliary  help,  school  medical  services  etc. 

Obviously  these  two  sections  cannot  v/isely  be  too  sharply 
or  too  widely  separated.  It  has  been  the  Councilts  wish  at  all 

stages  in  the  preparation  of  schemes  to  co-operate  with  the  County 
Council.  For  example,  the  Council  has  proposed  that  the 
Borough  i'ledical  Officer  of  Health  should  be,  for  "County'*  services 
in  the  Borough,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

Surely  housing,  food  sui^ply  etc,  is  vitally  connected  with  school 
medical  services  etc.  The  Council  offered,  and  I am  glad  to  say, 
the  County  Council  is  arranging  to  use,  two  rooms  in  Bodlondeb  as 
Clinic  premises  - Ante-natal,  post-natal,  infant  v/elfare  and  school 
Clinics,  The  Borough  Medical  Officer  too,  will  immunise  school 

children.  We  hope  that  this  co-operation  will  be  extended. 

Probably  the  most  onorous  task  imposed  on  the  Health  Department 
during  1947  was  in  connection  v/ith  the  allocation  of  new  houses. 
Thousands  of  visits  had  to  be  made  and  many  interviews  given. 

Most  applicants  feel  that  they  merit  special  cons iderfition.  I 
agree  that  most  of  those  - and  they  are  many  - whom  I have  seen  or 
from  whom  I have  received  letters,  are  living  under  most  undesirable 
circumstances.  Quite  obviously  all  cannot  receive  the  next 
available  house.  The  Council  has  adopted  a ’’points"  scheme. 

This  is  not  perfect  in  its  working  but  no  one  has  found  a better  or 
a fairer  method,  so  we  officials  are  striving  to  v/ork  it  as  the 
Council  wishes  and  I believe  thEit  those  who  have  received  houses 
were,  in  fact,  those  who  most  needed  houses. 
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It  is  again  my  duty  and  privilagu  to  commend  to  you  the  worlc 
of  the  Staff.  Conway  is  well  served  by  its  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  in  him  I have  found  not  only  a willing  help  and  strong  support, 
but  a good  friend, 

I would  also  record  my  appreciation  of  the  v/ise  criticism  and 
kindly  help  given  me  by  your  Chairman, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Wm.  McKSNDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PRBSHHT  STAFF  OP  YHS  PUBLIC  HSALTK  DEPARTMENT t 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  (part  time  only) 

Wm.  McKEHDRICK,  M,D. , D.P.H, 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  - 

REES  CRIFFITHSp  A. R. San. I.,  M,S,I«A, 

Holder  of  sxDecialised  R.San.I,  Cert  if  j. cat 
on  Meat  and  Foods,  also  carries  out  dutie,''- 
as  designated  Officer  under 

Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  ActSc 
Young  Persons  (Hours  of  Employment) 

Act  ♦ 

Chief  Inspector  Beaumaris  Port 
Sanitary  Authority, 
Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and 
Shop  Refuse  & Salvage. 

INDOOR  STAFF 

Clerk:  MR.  DAVID  WILLIAMS. 
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^ QBNI3P.AL  STATISTICS: 


Area  of  Borough  in  acres .o  .......  4703 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population,.  9G03 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,..,,..,, 2920 

Rateable  Value,,,..,,.,,,,,....... ...... ............ .£66,896 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate.,,,,. £263 


VITAL  STATISTICS: 


Live  Births 

Male  Fe 

CD 

Total 

Legitimate 

74 

67 

141 

Illegitimate . . . , . , , 

4 

6 

10 

Total 

78 

73 

151 

Birth  Rfite  per  1 000 

population 

= 

15.4 

Still-births : 

Legitimate . « 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  

- 

1 

1 

Total  i 

1 

2 

3 

Still-birth  rate  per  1000  population  0,3 


Deaths : 

Males V ......  

Females 

Total 

Death  rate  per  1000  population  - 14*8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

^a^  Puerperal  Sepsis 

fb;  Other  maternal  causes 

(c)  Total 

Infant  Deaths  (Children  under  i_  year)  % 


Male-  Female 


Legitimate, 2 1 

Illegitimate - 1 

Total 2 2 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  per  1000  Births  ; 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate, 

Total.  . 


66 

79 

145 


0,0 

0.0 

0.0 


3 
1 

4 


21,2 

100.0 

26.5 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 year 


Males 0 

Females, 0 

Total 0 


For  purposes  of  comparison  I 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  and 

England  & 
Wales  1947, 


Live  Birth  Rate,*..  20.5 

Stillbirth  rate,,.,  0,5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  41 
]^’usrperal  Mortality  rate  7*16 
Death  Rate, 12,0 


present  herewith  th 

a corresponding 

those  of  Conway  for 

1947s- 

Conway  1946 

Conway  1947 

15.2 

15.4 

0 , 6 

0.3 

46,3 

26.5 

0.0 

0.0 

11.9 

14.8 

3 
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Ths  population  of  tbs  foT'Ou;.',h  nas  for  statistical  purposes 
fallen  to  9603.  Last  iysa?-'  1’  ’//as  966n„ 

Ths  Dsath  Rats  ha'-'i  rRj.sr.  froa  t 1 ^ /'i-'  a'i-jc  per  1 000  populsi tion, 

The  Birth  Rate  has  risen  i.b-,  h pc  1 000  population* 

Ths  Infant  Morta?-ity  Rats  ha.s  fai/en  to  the  very  lov/  figure 


of  26  6 59  from  .51  Ul-  in  1 ORp 


Roresv 


r it  has  been  acconp£miecl  by 


a halving  of  the’  still-birth  se  one  saving^ol  inJ^ant  Ltfe 

over  1946  was  o..  i.e*  7 young  j.jr’e's  were  i.oso  xastea.i.  oj.  . Oo 

Thers  \7sre  avnin  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes  <. 

The  following  tab'te  shovs  the  ages  at  vfnich  deaths  rogLcten:'^'d 
in  the  Boron 


I ugh  ocourres: 


At  Ages, 

0-1 
1 - 5 
5-14 
15-24 
25  - 34 
35  - 44 
45  - 54 
65  - 64 

65  and  over 


Ha.  ],e  i 


1*' 

1 

1 

13 

37 


Female . 


1 

2 

p 

6 


Total 


1 

2 

3 

2 

1.3 

o) 


86 


These  figures  are  renarhable  in  tha>t  only  one  child  of  schoed 
age  died  during  'i  94  ^ aixi  no  ' todd.i_erFj  ■ «.  j.ndeed_,  only  p pei.  oon^ 

under  h-5  died.  Almost  60^9  of  those  v/ho  died_had  reached  c.he 


allotted  span  of  thi'’ee  score  years  i 

fact* 


and  ten. 


Thii 


Q n 


emarkabci,  c 


Ths  follov/ing  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths 


O o o *J  r 
»6  C >.’  *>  0 • ”0 


Causes  of  Death; 

pulmonary  Tuberculosis .. n 
Non-Pulmonary  Tubercul.os; 
Syphylitic  Disease*. 

Cancer:  Buc*  Gav,  = c 

Stomach*  eoc*.  <>*.  .I.-  ^ 

Breast • 

Other****. ' 

Influenza 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions,*. 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases . o*.* . 

Bronchitis  * ^ 

pneumonia. . * * * . . . , * , 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases o**.. . 
Other  Digestive  Disturbances,  * * 

Nephritis* 

premature  Birth, 

Conj,  Mai.  Birth, 

Violence . 

Suicide * , . 

Other  Causes 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  **,....,*.. 


Mali 


5 
0 
3 
3 
1 
0 

6 
1 
3 

23 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

9 

2 


Female,  Tktal 
8 


3 
1 
0 
2 

4 

5 
5 
1 

15 

22 

3 

3 

0 

3 

3 

2 

0 

0 

3 

1, 

5 

0 


3 

n 

5 

5 

11 

2 

18 

45 

4 
4 
2 
4 
4 
3 
1 
1. 

3 

2 

14 

2 


66 


79 


145 


The  above  table  is  of  vital  interest  nov/  that  the  nev/  Health 
Service  Act  has  come  into  force.  In  the  past,  the  Health  Commit te 
has  mainly  concerned  itself  v/ith  the  control  of  infection  and 
infectious  disease  - typhoid,  smallpox,  diphtheria  etc.  It  has 
confined  its  attention  more  to  things  ■Lh'i)i  ■'-o  persons;  - drains, 


t 


I 


^ refuse,  watar  supply,  food,  accunulations  of  offonsivo  mattar, 
housing  dafects  ate,  Tha  effact  is  saan  in  tha  list,  Apart 
from  tuberculosis,  no  notifiable  infectious  disease  appears  amongst 
the  causes  of  death  - and  tuberculosis  is  spread  by  parsons,  not 
things.  Surely,  the  Conway  Health  Committee  can  claim  to  have 
reached  a very  nearly  perfect  standard  of  achievement,  It  has  done 
to  perfection  what  it  was  created  to  do.  But  there  is  still  a 

list  - a list  of  diseasGS  that,  if  not  infectious,  are  still 
preventable  and  v/e  are  now  expected  to  extend  our  efforts  to  include 
these.  The  field  has  extended  enormously.  V/e  are  at  the 
beginning  of  an  era  in  i)^-ventive  medicine;  as  yet  we  do  not  knov/  ■ 
the  extent  of  our  problems.  For  examiple , I referred  above  to 
deaths  amongst  the  aged,  I do  not  know  how  ma.ny  persons  of  63  or 
over  live  in  Conway;  I do  not  knov/  how  they  live,  -nor'  hov/  they  wich 
to  live.  No  worli  has  been  done  to  prevent  he£irt  disease  - yet  it 
caused  45  deaths  last  year.  No  real  kno\/ledge  of  hov/  to  prevent 
cancer  has  yet  come  to  light  - so  no  real  work  in  prevention  ha.o 
tackled. 

Above  all,  it  must  be  realised  thfit  the  mortality  lists  give 
only  a ¥ague  indication  of  actual  illness  - of  suffering  and  un- 
happiness - of  diseases  cured  that  might  have  been  p>revented. 

Nor  doss  it  take  account  of  conditions  like  deafness,  blindness, 
asthma,  neurosis  that  cause  much  discomfort.  These  must  receive 
attention.  Moreover,  they  must  be  prevented  so  that  they  cannot 
be  the  interest  of  hospital  boards  or  health  centres  where  diseased 
conditions  are  treated,  but  of  those  who  are  responsible  for 
maintaining  health. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES; 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox; 

I am  supplied  with  the  follov/ing  figures  by  the  Vaccination 
Officer,  Mr.  J*G.  Evans,  Llandudno  - 


Births  registered 304 

Removed  from  District  before  vaccination 
and  noLice  sent  to  other  Vaccination 

Officers 1 64 

Exempted 37 

Vaccinated  successfully 93 

Died  unvaccinated,, 8 

Postponed,  2 


This  list  shows  that  93  out  of  a possible  304  (i.e,  30^o)  were 
vaccinated.  Since  duly  1948  vaccination  is  no  longer  ’compulsory* 
but  will  be  dono  on  chidren  v/hose  parents  wish  protection,  by  the 
parent's  family  doctor.  It  will  be  well  for  parents  to  remember 
that  air-travel  has  destroyed  the  old  safegu£irds.  An  infected 
person  leaving  the  East  by  ships  was  discovered  by  our  Port  Authoriti 
because  the  interval  between  embarkation  and  disembarkation  W£is  long 
enough  for  the  disease  to  reveal  itself.  Air  tr£ivel  has  abolished 
this  time  gap, 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria; 

The  Card  index  shov/s  the  following  facts:- 


No.  on  C£ird  Index 1169 

No.  immunised...... 1004 

No.  not  immunised 1 65 

% immunised 85,9^5 


prob£ibly 

for 

school 
future , 


These  figures  are  not  as  good  ns  1 had  hoped.  They 
understate  the  true  facts.  Records  are  kept  in  Bodlondeb 
children  immunised  in  school  and  records  of  children  under 
age  are  kept  at  the  County  Health  Office,  CJaernarvon.  In 


..  '1  '.r-  •Av‘:’l  •■  i ,S.  ?••  *•  i,f:t  *,*  '••{>  - , -.■ 

’ '.  ''  * < >''  ’ ' .i.  - O'ii  J • •.■'■■  i '■'/!  .''r  f-',  ,.‘r'  I Z,  ' '■.»’, 


')rM 


f > ■ ^ . - 0>, 

.1  Six 


V-.  ■’..  a • ■;;■••.  I Mp'}  v5::  ny,' . 

- I "'»■.;  -.  .ilf  ^s'v  ■, V:>vi4''* 

T ',.  .1' , . ¥..'  t }'.  . 


...  :v:  .f\ 

■ . 

’ ' ■',.  V\  _ - ■ , i I';.,  '■ 

■ ' ■ • , ■'  ■■  ' Y?/'.,-  -t  ■'  '■ 

• ■ _ '•:  ...V' ‘1^  , ;■ 

;••  • -h‘  / fvA  rt  ■ ' ' r;..  i-^v. 


. » 


. .4::’  ' ;/.  '.  ’ ' ■■■'■'  ‘ 


\r'vV' 

'X'  , '. 'A '■•».*,  .'^; 

; X ' ’.  v,v  ';•■  3^  X . . 

' r4  ^ ' ■’■'  '■'  ; ■ 


\ i :*■  f. 


.y  i ' .■irvt’x  x- vv  :j>v*v.^v-  v 

:i-"'  V.  ' ;•'•(  ' .';  Xv .; 


; “ \ > ' ifi  , -C’ 


A v'?  •» 

. . I ,.i,>  I V XV  ^»  .'  ■ 

. r I • ‘ * • 

-•■■  ju  ' 


(♦»V 


Vi..,.,  .i  :•■  'I  ••’i.;\U :%■•■■  . - W<J  .'c  4 •«.‘;irx  :•.■  .a-  ‘■“;*i:  ; . - 

rr:vj\j  v::-'  ' . ' . - -X  ' ' I ' : . ^ ^ V '■  V" ^ 


, > 


v‘  ■ 


. ' X'Sf.'  • ■,--. 

. -J .« 

!:  li% f»  J2  VJI?!!'' i . ,'  ' : V J-  Vf;  .'k  r • 

,'tr  -r  - 

' ip 

:■)  'rs, >Va'  'i 

*■  r Vt  ; . . i 

■ ■••  V . ■ 


'A, 

;■■  V . I ' . '.tfw  ; 


m~  ■ . 

•W:, 


'r-.  - 


d'lfi 


^ V, 


.V  < 

■'  r*  1’ 


...  ^ i.  V, 


.■  a s V A 


. V ■'•. 


I 

:t 


t 


:•■  . I ■ 

•f*  ’ .tS'lT''  - iv| 


V.  . ♦ *,U''  ‘ ‘ ’ ■ 


’ y \ r.v..: 


.1^ 


f y . iSi  h V'‘.  - • ' ' > • 


'XV ‘./i 


/.•Xv  ■•■  ■ ■•'T  ’■■ 


.'  'V*: 

: 


y * • • t % I t $ ' • - ■ • * ■ » « 4 • L ..•  » * ^ ^ *•  ■*,*• 

, • t < ’4  - ■»  V I.  if  fc  *''y  0 rV  / . . . ■ - ^ 

■,■-■-<■:*  - . . y,  ,'  . . ,, » V'  V o •' T 

' -<  » V ' . \ , 


■ » 


f , < 

i */ 


I Q \ 

y .V.  /'•  .' 


, ; . >.  .X;  ^ A ,;-  . . 

• • ».«  *,<  « * ,.  i • ' • J -jAjj  'i'  ' I * '■  •.aST.?' 


• .•■.'I'i-'C  u-n  V.  •.-.  • • ' • > f »; 

4 ’’■■?>  12^-^ •••‘'  ■’  • • .i'  !"''  * ■'.■  ■ 'il ;=:.•;.  ’ ;' 


■'.■  ./V. 


■i;  ■ 


^.’5^'  - ' 

, „4:.  .i.fJX 


. :a^,  , »■  yi.. 

’j'.'V.'.r  I 


'■  - '■X.A.S  ‘ ■ • 

t 


V ' •>  ' ••'■•'■r  y,  4 -..  .\<v  •V-'a’  ;4s  ■'  ■’  "•'■•. 

^ ...  . K<.  .a/*',  'y  N*  •»  5>f‘t} ; 'ife"-  **  '’-‘V  .'  •'*•  ■irttiy  .....'■  . 


-:  » , - « 

• ' T 


. I •'?  -I  . > .y  ' •'.•  \ 
' ^ r^.  ‘ 


'5‘  " ; t-  •■  ’ S' 

' •■^  '..X 


♦ ', ' 


I,'  : 


*.(» • • J t~  ^ 


. IV.  \. 

I 


-i 

■ * - * ' 

,'  » .,  . ■.'■,■ , . k 'i  S'C  r 


1.  . ^V'.’ 


‘yt^  i '‘‘-  .■..••#»  * 4 ' ^ . > k I • *.  1 •-!  4 • I ' I ^ . ' ' * ' 

. '■  1.  ..-J**  »k.»c’'  > ' . . 1 ,".i*‘ 

• *kk  ■ -*  .4VT  'A  • » 


# I . ¥ • 


...  . 

i',..  w.  . 


v‘.:^  •.;  ' ■■>  .A 


/ c .-;1.  '4k.  , ki,;  .^4'.^ 

/ ■ J-  •^'s^  X ' ’ . S's-  ■/> 


. • • r ■-. • . •:  'X 


:-i ; ’ ^ 's  •'  ’ •■ 


these  lists  will  be  combined  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  will  be  resporsible  - bo  will  expect  the  Conway  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  cc-CT-orato  to  irmuni.se  and  re-dmrnunise 

school  childrenc  I believs  tnis  pr-cvo  an  effective  and 

beneficial  procedure,  1 .njr  cc.ertj  ■'nlJ  t:  :■  y to  make  it  so» 


Ophthalmia  ileona "^o rum 

iTo  cases  of  this  disease 


not. j. fieri.  Co  me  dux^ing  1947- 


0 1 he  r nf  0 c t i o u s C i s e a s e s ? 


The  fuilov/ing  table  shows  the  incidence  of  inf 
diseases  in  1947.  it  is  significant  that  no  case 
has  been  reported  in  either  the  1946  or  1947  report 
ample  proof  of  the  value  of  preventive  innoculation 
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Diphtheria 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

~ 

- “ 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

- _ 

“ 

- 

1 

“ - 

- 

Scarlet 

Fever 

5 

4 

— 

1 

3 

Enteric 

- 

- _ 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

Gsrebro 

Spinal 

1 

1 

w. 

pul,  T,B, 

19 

• i 

4 

A ^ 

2 '! 

.A 
I I 

Other 
forms  T»B., 

2 

1 

I 



Pneumonia 

7 

1 1 

2 

2 

Oph,  Neon, 

- 

- 

*- 

-- 

Measles  1 

06 

4 30  69 

3 

.. 

Whooping 

Cough 

12 

2 3 

5 

.-f  ^ 

Ppliorny- 
slit is 

, ■ 

. - 

puerperal 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- - - 2 1 3 3 9 

1 1 4 6 


TOTALS 


153  8 36  81  9 12  4 


7 


16 


22  h 715 


1 


Tubarculftsis  5 


It  has  not  boon  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  “ relating 
to  the  employment  of  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
in  the  Milk  Trade;  nor  has  it  been  necessary  to  enforce  removal 
of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  from  unsuitable  homes  - 
under  Section  172  of  the  public  Health  Act  1935* 

The  following  statement,  given  me  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Physician  to  the  King  Edward  VII_  Welsh  National  Memorical  Associatioi 
shows  the  work  done  for  notified  cases  by  Ijhat  Authority^ 


New  Cases  & Contacts 
examined  during  the 
year ; 

(a)  Definitely  T.B» 

(b)  Dla  gnosis  not 
completed 

(c)  Non  Tuberculosis 

(d)  Tuberculosis 

Transfer  Cases 


Pulmonary 

Adults  Children 
M.  N. Mi  N > 

7 5 0 0 

3212 

43  31  14  8 

5000 


Non-Pulmonary 

Adults  Children 
M.  Ft  Jh. 

Oil  0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 


1 fL 
8 

96 

5 


TOTALS  58  38  15  10  Oil  0 123 


Number  of  attendances  ad  the  Dispensary. . . 336 


Number  of  Domiciliary^  Visits*.... 25 

Number  of  Service  cases  examined.., 0 

Number  of  cases  referred  by  the  Medical 

Board  for  examirrdion. 5 

L.3,0,  cases  returned.,.,, 2 


The  disappearance  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  which  will  b'-.,- 
merged  (or  submerged)  in  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  may  be  an 
advance,  I sincerely  hope  that  the  new  arrangements  will  achieve 
as  much  for  the  patients  as  the  old.  The  V/elsh  Nationcul  Memorial 
Association  may  have  had  its  faults  - it  was  too  specialised  and 
was  an  almost  water-tight  compartment  in  the  I’reventive  Medicine 
Structure  - but  it  v?as  an  efficient  compartment.  The  vigour  of 
its  officials,  fighting  in  their  very  specialised  field,  caused 
many  ’pin-pricks'  to  those  of  us  who  had  the  whole  realm  of 
preventive  medicine  as  our  interest  - and  those  ’pin*-pricks’  wore 
a useful  stimulant  that  may  nov/  be  missed.  True,  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  is  a sensitive  index  to  the  hygienic  condition  of  the 
area.  In  children,  ill-health  following  on  measles  £ind/or 
whooping  cough  should  call  for  careful  consideration  by  a 
tuberculosis-minded  doctor.  No  doubt  the  day  will  soon  come  when 
tuberculosis  tests  and  mass-radiography  will  be  applied  to  all 
children  and  the  lessons  ls£irned  will  lead  to  research  in  home, 
school,  workplace  etc.  It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  nov/  such  £i 
condition  as  non-x3ulmonary  tuberculosis  - nearly  all  are  prim.arily 
lung  cases.  Pew  can  be  infected  by  tubercular  milk  today  - 
certainly  not  in  Conv/ay, 

Disinfection  of  bedding  etc.  is  not  yet  adequate*  A special 
light  van  for  collecting  this  would  be  a great  help. 


The  table  on  the  follov/ing  loage  shov/s  the  age  incidence  of 
cases  and  the  fact  that,  year  after  year,  the  majority  of 
notifications  concern  persons  of  25-34  should  not  be  overlooked:- 
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LTEV'/  CASES 


DEATHS 


ACS  FEHroDS,  PIIUI'IOHARY  NON-PULMONARY  PULMONARY  NON-PULMONAR> 
jr.  P>  M»  F.  M>  F>  M«  P> 

0- t  - i - 

1- 4  - - - 


5-9 

- 

“ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

10  - 14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 19 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 24 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

“ 

25  - 34 

5 

5 

- 

“ 

- 

1 

34  - 44 

2 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

45  - 54 

1 

- 

- 

“ 

1 

1 

- 

• 

55  - 64 

1 

“ 

“ 

f 

- 

85  and  over 

1 

- 

- 

3' 

- 

TOTALS 

13 

6. 

1 

1 

5 

3 

- 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA; 

1 • Bacteriology ; 

The  Director  of  the  public  Health  Laboratory  Service  inforns 
me  that  the  following  work  v/ae  done  for  the  Borough  in  his 
Laboratory 


1.  Nose  and  Throat  Swabs,.,,..,,,  174 

2.  Urine,  . * , , 23 

3»  Faeces  (for  Dysentery  etc,).,,  55 

4*  Sputum  (for  TfB,),(. 11 

5,  Cerebro  Spinal  Fluid, 2 

S , loo  d ^,,0  (I  ••••,•«,  S 

7.  Miscellaneouso  c . . . 0 i , , 11 

8,  Water..,....,.,.,,., 15 

9*  Ice  Cream,  29 


Totals 326 


Milk; 

This  is  examined  at  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
Laboratory  at  Colv/yn  Bay,  During  1947  there  v/ere  380  samples 
examined.  The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  findings: 

No,  of  Samples  Taken.  Resazurin  Disc  Reading, 


70 

59 

64 

44 

34 

19 

13 

5 
8 
7 

6 

41 

10  samples  v/ere  lost  in 


• •••••••« 


« 


trancD/Gc 


6 

5^ 

5 

4i 

4 

3^ 

3 

2-t 

2 

1. 

•1 

0 

Total  samples  taken  = 380 
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I have  not  much  comment  to  make  on  this  v/ork,  I am  net 
quite  sure  that  it  serves  a useful  purpose.  I lack  confidence 
in  the  reliability  of  the  test  - especially  in  v/arn  weather  v/hen 
we  need  it  most.  Moreover,  it  has  no  legal  standing.  Local 
producers  try  to  fdLlow  tne  advicK;  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
ms  and  look  to  the  resulrs  with  j.nterest  but  imported  milk,  which 
causes  most  trouble,  is  beyond  our  influence  and  is  protected  by 
government  departments. 


Ice  Cream? 

Ice  Crearn  Samples  1947 
G-rade , No.  of  samples. 

1 13 

2 4 

2 

d 7 


Total  28 


1 sample  damaged  on  receipt, 

This  shov/s  considerable  variation  in  bacteriological  purity. 
We  have  spent  much  time  and  producers  have  obviously  striven  hare 
not  alv/ays  with  success  - to  secure  bacteriological  purity. 
Fortunately,  there  is  no  reason  to  regcard  the  bacterial  content  ae 
dangerous  to  human  beings  - the  Methylene  Blue  test  does  not 
distinguish  inne'cuous  from  harmful  germs.  Still,  pure  ice  crettm 
can  be  produced  and  v/e  are  v/orking  hard  and  the  producers  are 
working  hard,  to  produce  it. 


V7a  ter; 

Water  is  n main  interest.  Fortunately,  Conway  has  an  ample 
water  supply.  V/e  use  over  70  gallons  per  head  per  day  (?some 
people  must  be  drinking  itj)  Its  purity  is  carefully  guardee 

not  only  by  samxDles  taken  in  Conv/ay,  but  by  samxDles  taken  £it 
various  points  on  the  route  between  the  Lake  and  the  Borough 
Boundary.  There  are  a number  of  outlying  ikirms  that  rely  on 
well  water  - it  v/ill  be  noted  that  five  samples  v/ere  tested  from 
these  “ all  unsatisf acterpo  These  samx^les  were  taken  from 

wells  of  which  we  v/ere  suipicious  and  must  not  be  taken  to 
indicate  that  all  wells  are  bad;  some  are  good  although  none  are 
as  good  as  main  water. 

Nature  of  Sample.  No,  Taken,  No,  Sfit isfactory , No,  Uns£itis- 
f actoryo 

Main  v/ater  - tap  in 

Gonv/ay  5 

V/ell  Water  3 

Y/ater  from  Bathing 
Pool,  Deganv/y  4 

Main  at  Boundary  12 


4 1 

3 

3 1 

12 


The  following  is  a Chemical  Analysis  of  the  water 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

Nitrites 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 
hours  at  8©‘^F 


6.0 

0,03 

Nil 

0.8 

0.112 


(contd,  next  page) 


(Ghemioal  Analysis  of  watsr  contd,) 

Frso  and  Saline  Amonia. 0#005 

Albuminoid  Ammonia,, 0,002 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc«.,,, Nil 

Temporar37-  hardness  in  degrees 

Cl£irk,  0,6 

permanent  Hardness  in  degrees 

Clark, 0.3 

H Value . . 6,6 

Colour Less  than  3 Hazen  Units, 

The  chemical  analysis  of  this  sample 
is  satisfactory, 

(Signed)  HAROLD  LOV/E  , M , S c . j P o Jh  ' A 
Public  Analyst, 


The  following  report  has  been  given  me  by  Mr,  E,  Oliver  Jonea. 
Engineer  to  the  Water  Board; 

Conway  Borough  Waiter  Supply 

’'The  supply  is  obtained  from  the  trunk  mains  of  the  Conway 
and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint  Water  Supply  Board,  the  source  being  Cov/l^^’d 
Lake  situated  in  the  Caernarvonshire  range  of  mountains  at  an 
altitude  of  1200  feet  about  Ordnance  datum.  Connections  to  the 
trunk  mains  are  provided  at  G-yffin,  Conv/ay  Castle,  Llandudno 
Junction  Crossings,  Penybont  ?md  Llangwstenin, 

Periodical  bacteriological  an£ilysis  of  the  waters  have  been 
made  and  the  Analyst’s  reports  state  it  to  be  highly'"  S£it isf jjctory 
Class  1 Ministry  of  Health  Classification, 

The  total  quantity;'  of  water  supplied  to  the  Borough  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December  1947  Wfis  260,000,000  gallons,’' 

(Signed)  E,  OLIVER  JONES,  M.Inst.  n,&  Cy,E> 

Engineer  to  the  Conway  & Colwyn  Bay 
Joint  Water  Board, 


Nursing  in  the  Home; 

There  was  no  change  in  the  cirrangements  for  the  homo  nursing 
of  sick  persons  in  Conv/jiy  during  1947.  The  two  Associations  cEirri 
out  their  v/ork  v/ell,  * 

This  service  will  be  provided  in  future  b^^  the  County  Council 
The  County  Council  may  be  able  to  secure  a Home  Help,  too,  although 
none  have  yet  been  available. 

Clinics : 


The  County  Council  provides  Clinics  as  follov/s:- 

1. , Maternity  & Child  Welfare 

at  the  Drill  Hall  on  1st  & 3i’d  TUESDAYS  of  each 
month  at  2,0  p.m. 

Minor  Ailments  - v/hen  required 

Pre-  and  Post  Natal  Clinics  in  Llandudnc, 

There  is  no  Day  Nursery  in  the  Borough, 
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Venereal  Diseases? 


A Olinic  for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  was  started  at 
the  Llandudno  and  District  Hospital  in  June  -1946t  The  tines  and 
days  are  provisional  yet  eind  arrangements  are  best  made  by  tolephor. 
to  the  Hospital,  Nev/  patients  are  seen  by  appointment.  The 
routine  clinics  are  held  in  the  evening. 

There  is  also  a clinic,  at  Bangor  G,  & A,  Infirmary  - 

Males  - Tuesdays  2 - 3 p.m. 

Females  - Fridays  2-3  p.m. 


Ambulance ; 

The  Ambulance  Officer  of  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  (Conwa’’ 
Division)  informs  me  that  dm  1947>  206  cases  v/ere  carried  and  tii.- 
total  mileage  run  was  4^500, 

In  July  1948,  the  County  Ambulance  Officer  became  responsib].e 
for  this  service.  The  only  desire  of  the  St,  John  Division  was 
that  Convi^ay  be  as  well  serviced  in  the  future  as  in  the  past. 

The  Division  brought  into  use  a nev/  vehicle  in  1948,  This  vehicl'- 
v/ill  be  used  in  future  fmd  co-operation  between  the  Division 
members  and  the  County  Staff  has  been  secured.  ' The  change-over 
was  effected  v/ithout  any  inconvenience  to  the  townspeople. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act ; 

Mr.  S,  T.  Edv/ards,  County  Officer  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  statement j- 


Samples  obtained  in  Gonv/ay  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December  1947. 


1 . Milk  Samples; 


Genuine,  Not  Genuine 


Milk  samples  obtained  in  street 
Milk  samples  from  schools 


20 

4 


e 


2,  Food  Samples 


4 0 


Total  samples  taken,,,,  34 


The  four  genuine  food  samples  were  - Lard,  semolina,  baking  powder 
Sultanas, 


Milk  Sample  - not  genuine ; 

This  sample  v/as  obtained  at  a farm  in  the  borough  on  deliver,” 
to  a milk  distributor;  it  contained  1 of  added  water.  A 
previous  sample  from  the  distributor  (obtained  outside  the  borough 
and  originating  from  the  same  farm,  v/as  found  to  contain  Gjl  added 
v/ater.  At  the  resultant  court  proceedings,  the  farmer  was 
convicted  in  respect  of  both  watered  milk  samples;  he  was  fined 
a total  of  £5.  and  ordered  to  pay  £10,10,0  costs. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  TO  THE  JffiDIGAL 
^ OPPICER  OP  PTEALTH,  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDING  31st  DECEMBER  1947. 


Mesquite  Inf estrgtiori s 

As  in  recent  years y much  time  and  attention  has  been 
devoted  to  the  problem  of  reducing  the  number  of  mosquitoes 
which  breed  every  spring  in  large  numbers  in  the  brackish  ditches 
on  the  low  lying  land  near  the  Conway  Estuary, 

There  was  a considerable  improvement  last  year  and  fev/er 
complaints  were  received  from  peox^le  VYho  had  suffered  from  the 
effects  of  mosquito  bites.  i'his  v/as  no  doubt  due  to  the 

exceptionally  dry  and  hot  season  which  followed  immediately  aft'-:' 
the  exceptionally  severe  cold.  These,  conditions  are  not  conduef. 
to  the  development  of  larvae.  We  also  had  the  excellent 
services  and  expert  advice  of  the  Technical  Staff  of  the  Pests 
Section  of  I,C,I»  v/hen  trying  out  one  of  the  firm’s  recent 
products  under  field  conditions. 

The  investigators  showed  considerable  interest  in  our  problc!- 
and  one  of  their  number  who  had  recently  returned  from  a similar 
investigation  in  West  Africa,  stated  that  he  had  never  previously 
encountered  such  a heavy  concentration. 

Species  identified  are  those  of  AEDES  DETRITIS  and 
THEOBALDIA  ANNULATA o Density  of  breeding  varies  and  larvae  was 
detected  in  a v/eek  following  te  genercul  thav/,  which  'leads  us  to 
believe  that  eggs  laid  the  previous  year  can  survive  the  frozen 
conditions  of  a long  and  severe  v/inter.  We  have  noticed  the 
adult  THEOBOLDIA  ANNULATA  to  appear  on  mild  winter  days  and  to  be 
a particularly  vicious  biter.  This  has  happened  in  the  basemerv; 
and  cellars  and  ground  floor  coalhouses  of  the  Council  buildings 
at  Bodlondeb  which  is  over  a mile  from  the  ditches. 

Investigations  proved  thfjt  apx)lication  of  a sprfiy  at  inter- 
vals of  tv/o  weeks  in  a concentration  as  low  as  1 in  2,000,000 
will  control  the  breeding  effectively,  by  paivalysing  all  the 
larvae  in  from  12  to  18  hours. 


Rat  Control; 

No  progress  has  beau  made  between  the  Conway  Llandudno  and 
Fenma'enraawF.'  in  t he  matter  of  combining  for  the,  purpose  of 
appointing  a joint  Rat  Catcher  to  v/ork  within  the  areas  of  the 
three  Authorities,  Meetings  of  representatives  have  been  held 
and  the  costs  of  a scheme  fully  discussed. 

A pre-baiting  and  poisoning  campaign  was  carried  out  in  the 
whole  of  the  Conway  sewers  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Those  treatments,  V7hich  v/ere  grant  fiided,  resulted 
in  a considerable  reduction  in  rat  population  for  n time,  but  in 
an  old  town  like  Conway,  where  many  stone  drains  are  to  be  found 
and  where  the  rat  proofing  of  old  basements  lea.ves  much  to  be 
desired,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  repeat  these  treatments  at 
more  frequent  intervals, 

A Course  for  Operatives  was  held  in  Conway  during  the  year 
when  a large  number  of  men  vrere  taught  the  modern  principles  of 
rat  poisoning  as  practised  by  the  trained  instructors  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

I may  add,  without  comment,  that  the  instructors  found  it 
extremely  difficult  to  find  any  infestation  in  Conv/ay  of  sufficier 
import  to  serve  as  a satisfactory  basis  for  demonstration  to  the!:’ 
trainees. 


12 


V 


Oontrol  of  Infectious  Dlssasos : 


Removal  of  bedding  for  stoving  and  fumigation  of  roomo  after 
removal  of  patient  to  Hoepitiil  was  carried  out  on  thirty-four 
occasions . 

Tuberculosis : 


Fumigation  after  removal  of  patient  to 


Sanatorium, 2 
Fumigation  after  devath 9 


In  all  cases  bedding  v/as  removed  for  stoving  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  or  destroyed  by  request,  In  no  cases  v/as  comiDensation 
sought  for  replacement  of  bedding 


Food  and  Drugs  Act t 

All  meat  consumed  in  the  Borough  is  obtained  from  outside 
sources.  The  quality  is  not  so  high  as  that  which  was  attained 
in  this  area  in  pre-v/ar  days.  It  can  safely  be  said  that  cow 
beef  and  mutton  were  almost  unknov/n  in  local  shop>s.  People  had 
been  accustomed  to  prims  bc-ef  and  lamby  there  v/as  no  sale  for  meat 
of  the  quality  commonly  fou'ml  in  the  poorer  districts  of  larger 
towns.  People  are  not  inw  no  discriminating  - v;e  take  v/hat  we 
are  offered  v/ith  a sad'  out  thankful  heart. 

No  diseased  meat  has  been  encountered. 

A small  number  of  pigs  are  filled  on  local  farms  by  licence 
from  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Every  effort  is  made  to  see  these  a.t 
the  time  of  slaughter.  For^^tunately  these  have  all  proved  spunci. 
and  in  excellent  condition.  What  v/e  v/ould  do  if  we  encountered 
a case  of  generalised  Tuberculosis  is  difficult  to  decide. 

If  the  pig  is  not  for  sale  the  answer  is  obvious  but  in  cases 
v/here  the  pig  v/ill  be  'used  to  feed  farm  hands  and  servants  as  xxirt 


of  their  wages  - not  being  a lawyer  is  a big  advantage 
Classified  List  of  Articles  condemned; 

sometime 

■R«lrP!r^  BcanR-*. ...... 

Sausages . . . 

1 0 lbs 

Peas 

Sausages  (tinned).. 

11  tins 

narrnts, ............ 

Sausage  Meat* 

20  lbs 

Beetroot 

Stewed  Steak 

23  lbs 

n n rl  Fish............ 

Spam,  

1 tin 

pilchards • . 

Bacon .............. 

1-2  lbs 

Kiope  rs 

Meat  Tioaf . . . 

1 2 oz 

Fillets 

Snup,,.., 

17  tins 
40  lbs 
34  lbs 
4 lbs 

i 1 ve r Hake 

Plein  TTnnrlles 

Sa Imon 

. . 9 lbs 

nheese ,, 

Pish  Cakes, 

Butter, , 

Pish  paste 

1'1'argari  ne,,.., 

4 lbs 
6 0 z 

Pish  Rolls  ,.  

, . 21'' 

Fat  r 

Marmalade 

Sugan, 

2 lbs 

Jam 

. 0 lbs 

Biscuits, - . ♦ . , , • - . . 

1 68  lbs 

Frozen  Beef, 

, c 2S1  lbs 

Fruit  Cocktail.,.,, 

2 lbs 

Meat  Pies . 

. . 21  lbs 

Macaroni  Cheese.,., 

2 tins 

Meat  and  Vegetables. 

, t 8 tins 

Irish  Stew* 

6 tins 

Lamb  tongue 

Steak  and  Kidney,,.. 
Luncheon  Meat 

Evaporated  Milk,,,. 

220  tins 

Camping; 

There  has  been  a revival  of  interest  in  holiday  camping  but 
nothing  comparable  with  pre-war.  During  July  and  August  caravans 
and  tents  appeared  at  tv/o  of  the  farms  which  had  been  granted 
camping  licences  in  pre-war  days.  Their  stay  was  of  short 


(t 


t 


• I 


\ . 


^ . duration  and  the  numbers  did  not  constitute  any  d£.niger  on  the 
grounds  of  overcrowding. 

There  v/as  no  I’esumx^tion  in  this  area  of  organised  camping 
on  the  part  of  Boys'  BrigadOy  Gcouts,  Schools  or  other  similar 
bodies, 


The  Corporation  ov/ned  Camping  Ground  known  eis  Com/ay  Morfa^ 
is  still  in  the  hands  of  Government  Departments  and  has  not  been 
released  for  civilian  use.  A small  x^arty  of  Militc^ry  Cadets 
were  billeted  in  the  disused  camp  buildings  for  a fev/  \/eeks  in 
July  and  some  civilian  encroachment  was  dealt  v/ith  during  August  ^ 
vi^hen  campers  occupied  land  close  to  the  sea.  Adequate  sanitary' 
accommodation  v/as  provided  and  no  nuisances  v/ere-  allowed  to 
develop. 

Number  of  visits  to  Camping  Site 23 


S hops  Act a n d _W p rJki n g _ Co nditions  of  Chop  Workers; 

The  continual  trend  in  the  reduction  of  Shop  Hours  and  the 
limitations  imposed  by  other  Government  Departments  on  trciding 
and  trading  hours  have  not  been  conducive  to  the  encouragement  of 
bad  v/orking  conditions  cC<:'d  :,,j  statutory  action  has  been  necessciry 
by  this  Depf'.rtment  during  tne  past  year. 


Milk  and  Dairies; 


Number  of  Producer  Retailers  on  Register..,.,.,.  1 i 
Number  of  Producer  \7holesalers  on  Register.,*..,  16 
Number  of  producers  for  own  x^rivate  consumption 


(Convalescent  Homes) 1 

Number  of  Retailers  only 10 

Bottling  Licences  T.T 2 

Retailing  Licences  T.T * 4 

Accredited  Producers, - 


There  is  not  much  variation  to  rex^ort  regarding  the 
administration  of  Milk  and  Dairy  legislation,  V/e  have  continued 
to  co-operate  in  the  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme 
but  submitting  samples  to  the  Area  Laboratory  at  Colwyn  Bay. 

This  is  very  convenient  for  Conway  as  samx^les  can  bo  in  the 
Laboratory  ¥/ithin  an  hour  of  being  taken.  380  samples  were  sent 
in  for  test.  The  results  are  appended. 

Visits  of  inspection  were  made  to;- 


Dairies 188 

Cov/sheds  1 65 

Retailers 371 


No  Statutory  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

In  all  cases  v/here  sample  results  shov/  poor  keeping  quality,  a 
visit  is  made,  usually  with  Dr.  McKendrick,  when  matters  are  fully 
discussed  with  the  proprietor.  This  usually  results  in  renewed 
efforts  to  improve  the  quality.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
Council  has  decided  that  all  results  shrull  be  published  in  the 
Minutes  of  Proceedings, 

Number  of  Samples  Taken.  Resazurin  Disc  Receding, 


70 

6 

59 

64 

5 

4i^ 

4^ 

34 

4 

19 

3t 

13 

3 

14  = 


(contd,  next  page) 


R, e s £.1  zurin  Disc  Reading . 


Milk;  (contd) 

I-T 0 . of  S ;•  UT1  p 1 j s T n k c ii . 


5 

8 2 

7 1 

6 i- 

41  0 

10  sanplos  list  in  transit. 
Total  Samplos  takon,,,,,.  380. 


3sd  Bugs  and.  Similcar  Posts; 

There  is  a positive  reduction  in  the -number  of  cases 
dealt  with  by  this  I>e]partrnent ; whether  this  is  due  to  a 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  those  a>ffected  to  divulge  or  v/hether 
there  is  a genuine  improvement  in  living  conditions,  is  hard 
to  say;  but  I preff^j.-  tc,  believe  the  latter.  There  hfis  been 
a great  deal  of  publi  ; . ,-:;i..’en  to  the  man^;^  proprietory 

insecticides  v/hj.ch  no/:  _ n-.;o.opo.i.  ate  DjD.T,  as  an  essentifil 
ingredient.  This  h£is  caught  the  public  eye  cand  Icarge  qufintit 
have  been  sold  and  hfis  been  sp)rinkled  over  a phenomenal  arect 
of  living  space,  The  cumulative  effect  is  all  to  the  good  o.\’ 
the  gener.al  public  and  let  us  hope  that  those  awful  long 
standing  infestations  of  other  dcays  will  never  again  be  seen 
in  this  area. 

There  h£is  not  been  n single  flsca  infestation  conplcaint 
during  the  year.  Most  of  the  complfiints  £ire  due  to  ants 
which  sx^read  into  houses  from  gardens  and  in  some  cases,  sv/ar,-' 
when  large  numbers  of  v/inged  ants  in  the  house  become  a 
positive  nuisance. 

Small  rod  mites  have  also  been  troublesome  but  a few 
applications  of  modern  insecticides  never  fail  to  get  the 
upper  hand.  One  solution  is  good  for  one  thing  - and  cinothcv 
solution  I'^or  something  else.  We  are  always  ready  to 
experiment  but  for  v/asps  we  come  b£ick  to  cyanide  every  time, 

Disinfes tuitions 42 


Smoke  Abatement; 


Complaints  of  nuisance  caused  by  the  smoke  from  a local 
Laundry  and  Dye  Works  have  received  attention.  Investigation 
show  the  general  causes  to  be  - 

bad  coal 
bad  stoking 
overloading  of  plant 
direction  of  v;ind 

If  the  wind  V'/ould  blow  only  from  the  North-East,  the  smoke 
would  be  carried  out  to  sea  and  nobody  v/ould  complain  but  as 
it  does  not,  V70  a.re  left  to  denal  with  causes  (1)  (2)  and  (3) 
v/hich  make  the  n^itter  much  more  involved.  The  trouble  is 
constantly  under  review/  and  there  to  bo  considerable 

tolerance  shov/n  by  £ill  sides.  Legal  proceedings  h£\ve  been 
considered  bj^  the  Health  Committee  at  different  times  find 
strong  rexiresen tations  h£ive  been  mads  to  the  offenders,  v/ho 
claim  thfit  everything  possible  is  being  done  to  reduce  the 
volume  of  smoke. 


(3) 

(4) 


15 


Swimming  Pool; 


The  excox^t ionally  hot  v/eather  during  last  summer 
encouraged  many  thousands  of  visitors  to  use  the  I'/est  Shore 
Bathing  Pool,  This  is  owned  by  a xprivate  compf.ny  and  every 
attention  is  given  to  maintaining  £t  high  st£indard  of  purity 
in  the  bathing  pool  Wfiter.  Ne\/  £ind  imx^roved  m£ichinery 
has  been  installed  for  filtering  and  chlorinfition , sufficient 
to  du£^.l  with  all  antieipated  demands.  Regular  visits  of 
inspection  and  check  s£imples  £ire  £.m  £issurance  thcat  the 
machinery  is  kept  in  motion, 


Housing; 


There  has  been  £i  v/clcone  increase  in  activity  under  ih:-^ 
heading.  The  occupation  of  new  houses  and  prefabs  h£is 
created  a slow  but  noticeable  movement  of  idimilieSj,  not  cnl^^ 
to  the  new  houses,  but  £ilso  into  the  voids  left  by  the 
successful  aipplicantSc  In  many  such  instances  v/e  are  no 
better  off  th£m  we  v;e3'-e,  as  the  newcomers  immediately  draw 
our  attention  to  the  '■r,:.':,  that,  if  the  jprevious  sub-tenant 
qualified  for  a house  .liein  living  under  similar  conditions 
then  surely  we  cannot  no  to  them,  Hov/ever,  it  does  not 

v\/ork  o.nt  that  way,  Much  of  our  time  hfis  been  devoted  to  the 
difficult  and  thankless  tcisk  of  fipplying  the  ’Points'  system 
which  the  Council  has  £Klopted  in  relation  to  the  selection 'of 
nev/  tenants. 

Experience  has  proved  th£it  some  form  of  screening  must 
be  devised  and  whfitever  faults  or  weaknesses  there  may  be  in 
the  Points  system  are  due  entirely  to  the  x^^^iiiciples  on  which 
the  scheme  v/as  devised  and  not  to  the  system  or  the  results  ii 
produces.  Like  any  other  form  of  soroon  or  filter,  it  will 
only  se'p£irate  or  filter  those  xpfirticles  or  cfuses  which  it 
was  designed  to  retain.  Much  is  S£iid  about  the  points 
system  failing  to  benefit  'deserving'  cases.  Such  cf\ses  art.- 
bound  to  slip  through  ov/ing  to  lack  of  'residential'  points 
or  'service'  points  or  some  other  factor.  But,  if  the  scher-. 
v/as  designed  to  give  benefit  to  'service'  personnel  or  'loca.L 
people  or  to  xDeople  living  in  substandard  houses  or  in  over- 
crowded  conditions,  then  the  efficir,ncy  of  the  system  cannot 
be  at  fault  if  those  cases  only  cone  to  the  top,  and  the  other 
are  rejected, 

]jj^o  less  th£in  672  persoii£il  enquiries'  have  been  m£ids  under 
the  'Points'  scheme  in  eiddition  to  hundreds  of  interviews 
duripg  off-duty  hours  and  at  the  office,  (v/hich  h£ive  not  been 
recorded),  Ax3plic£\nts  do  not  alw£\ys  make  the  best  case  foi' 
themselves  in  their  a-pplication  forms,  while  others  mfike  out 
much  better  cases  than  they  are  entitled  to,  A great  deal 
of  xratience  must  be  exercised  in  order  to  get  at  the  true 
situation.  If  there  is  any  p£jrticular  branch  of  our  v/ork 
more  than  another  v/here  the  rules  must  be  strictly  observed, 
it  is  in  relation  to  the  points  system.  Any  deviation  or 
imagined  deviation  is  pounced  on  at  once  fis  a precedent  and 
woo  betide  £uiy  v/ho  m£3ke  their  rules  as  they  go  along.  It 
is  very  convenient,  but  f-ilso,  very  embarrassing. 


Military  Gamp  - Co nway  Morf a ; 

Gonsiderjition  has  been  given  to  utilising  some  of  the 
better  tyx)e  of  huts  £\nd  buildings  as  temporary  dwellings* 

The  Committee  met  and  examined  the  buildings  fmd  subsequently 
the  Council  decided  not  to  x)roceed  with  the  project. 


SANITARY  CIRGUNSTAITCNS  IN  THE  BOROUGH 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1«  Inspection  of  Dv/Gl]i.ng  Houses  during  the  yoarj 

(1)  (a)  Total  numoor  of  clv/elling  housos  irispectwd  for 


housing  dsfects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts ) . , 1 51 

Number  of  inspections  mads  for  the  purpose 340 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 
head (1  ) above)  which  v/ei's  inspected  mid  recorded  ^ 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated  RegulationSy  1923* 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  iiurpose.,.  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation^  « , , , . , . , 0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  p-‘:"eceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  --ec.sorxibl.y  fit  for  human 
habitation . , . - , .....  30 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  tne  year  without  service 
of  Formal  N o t i c e , 

Number  of  defective  dv/elling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authoritjr  or 

their  Offiedrs 33 

3»  Action  under  Statutory  pov/ers  during  the  year ; 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9?  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936s- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


Notices  v/ere  served  requiring  repairs,,.,, 12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  v/hich.  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  forrifil  notice  s- 

fa)  By  owners.  , . . , , , . 12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  defjiult  or 

ov/ners . , . o 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1  ) Number  of  dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  v/ere  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied,  . , , ♦ 3 

(2)  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  in  which  defects 
v/ere  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  0\v ne r 3, ,oo«oo, 3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners,  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:-- 

(l ) Number  of  dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  v/ere  made 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 0 

Houses  scheduled  demolished  by  Owners, 0 


(d)  proceedings  under  Sect.. on  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  veere 


0 


c 


I 


Housing  Statistics  (contdQ 


(d)  ProGoedings  under  Sootion  1 2 of  the  Housing 
Act  1936: 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 


rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  rooms  heaving  been 
rendered  fit,  , . . 0 

Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise . 4 

Number  of  houses  built  by  Borough  Council,,,.,.  E8 


Housing  Act  1933  --  Overcrowding • *- 


(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  0 

I2S  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 0 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dv/elling  therein, 0 

(b)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year,  . . 1 

(c)  (1 ) Number  of  casds  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  by  Local  Authority.... 17 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases,,  51 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cfises  in  which  dv/elling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abcotement  of 
overcrowding . , 2 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  ^/ith  resxDoct  to  over 

crowding  conditions  upon  v/hich  the  Wed i cal 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report +■ 


4*  Owing  to  the  v/ar-time  conditions  which  still 
operate  in  the  Borough,  there  is,  of  necessity, 
a continuation  of  the  overcrov/ding  as  referred 
to  in  previous  Annua.l  Reports, 


Work  carried  out  during  1 947 « 


Number  of  Houses  inspected  for  Housing  defects ,,,,, , 151 

Number  of  Houses  found  not  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation, 50 

Number  of  Houses  defective,  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action,. 33 

Number  of  Houses  defective,  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  formal  fiction, 12 

Number  of  Houses  recommended  for  demolition, 0 

Number  of  Houses  re-inspected,  including  supervision 

of  repairs . . . 189 

Number  of  ileuses  informal  notices  served, ,,,,, 50 

Number  of  Houses  formal  Notices  served,, 17 


Summary  of  notices  served  during  1947. 


Drai  ns 10 

Gullies  4 

Roofs h 

External  walls, 1 

Vent,  Cord,  Windov/s,  . , 2 

Internal  walls 2 

Gutters,  Dov/nspout  s , . , 3 

Dampness, 2 

Sink  & Waste 2 

Floors 3 

Fire  Grate ^ 2 I80 


Range 3 

Doors  and  V/oodwork 4 

V/.C  ,' -Structure,  ...  , 7 

W.C.  Flush 3 

W.G.  Pan 4 

Stfiirs 1 

Bins 11 

y/ater  Supply 4 

Removal  of  Rubbish.  1 

Steps .. ........... . 1 


I 


c 


\ 

\ 


Summary  of  Inspections  carried  out  during  1947 


Sanitary ; 

Complaints . 

Nu isanceso 

Fumigations . . 

Factories 

House  Refuse,',  ...... 

Public  Health  Act... 

Rats 

Miscellaneous 

Drains 

Disinf astati ons 

Camps 

Water, 

Mosquito  Control.,.. 


. o 54 

. , 60 

, . 34 
. .102 
. . 281 
0 .301 
. . 1 60 
. .125 
. . 51 
. . 42 
. . 23 
= . 62 
. . 13 


H 0 u s i n y i 

’Points’  Scheme  enquiries,,  672 


Re-inspections 189 

Recorded  for  1st  time 1 


Estates  ov/ned  by  Council...  59 
Overcrov/ding 1 


Milk  and  Dairies; 

Dairies,  . , . c 5 ’ 

Cowsheds,, '' P 

Retailers,  . * . . 3 / . 


Shops ; 

Butche rs,  , . . , , « 16? 
Food, ^ c , 1 1 6 
Bake b'o uses c . . . , 69 

Food  pad  Drugs,  208 
Others,  , . 1 92 


HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION  & DISPOSAL 


Total  number  of  miles  covered  during  the  year 

including  Salvage  (estimated  owing  to  breakdowns).,,,,  7584 

Average  weekly  mileage ^^26 

Total  number  of  loads  collected  (excluding  salvage).,,,..  1274 

Average  v/eekly  loads  , . . • • 2a 

Total  weight  of  refuse  collected  (civercige  load  2 tons)*,,  2548  D 

Average  weekly  v/eight  collected,  . , . , 

Nevi^  calls  made  during  the  year,  , 4'! 

Population  of  the  Borough  (Registrar  General’s  estimate),  9oQ3 


Area  in  Acres, 

Vfeight  per  1000  p>arsons  per  annum 

Refuse  weighed..,., 

Nett  exx:)enses  per  1000  persons;  ' 


4703  a 


(tons) 261 . 3 

Collection £47 

Disposal £ 4 

Total £51 


SALVAGE  RECOVERED 


1 946  1 947 


51 

68 

Tons  of  Paper, . , , , , , . , . 

3^ 

3 

Tons  of  Rags 

10 

7 

Cwts.  Non-Ferrous  Metal 

— 

0;ones 

10 

3 

Tons  black  scrap  metal. 

414 

Dozen  bottles 

256 

1946 

1 947 

£31  8 . 

£403 

44 

38 

11 

7 

10 

6 

£ 31 . 1 . 0. 

12,16,  0. 
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House  Kefu^s  Collection  and  Disj^osal  (contdi 

Methods  of  Collection. "1  00^«  Mechanical  Hrailag 

Methods  of  Disposal 100^^  Controlled  Tippin 

Average  Haul  (Miles) 5 

Average  numoer  of  persons  per  house  Estimated.,  3*4 

Wet  Refuse. Hone 

Average  intervfil  betv/een  collections  in 

Urban  area 7 days 

Average  interval  between  collections  in 

Outlying  Districts,,... 14  days 

Is  refuse  brought  to  the  Kerbside  by  tenants. » No, 


